The author performs
it a Stagedoor
production of the

musical Working,
in 1982.
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Stagedoor Manor is not the typical

camp experience. Once, a friend of
mine invited me up to her cabin in
the woods. [ asked, “What's it like?”
And she said, “Did you go to summer
camp?” And I said, “Yes—this is
going to be great.” So we go up there,
and the cabin is four walls, with no
windows, just holes. And | said,
“What camp did you go to? This is
horrible! My camp had maid service!”
Stagedoor Manor was an old
Borscht Belt resort, and it had the
faded grandeur of an old hotel that
was definitely past its prime. They now
have a state-of-the-art theater, but
when [ was there in the late '70s and
early '80s the space was an actual barn
that later burned down. There were
two pools and volleyball nets; nobody
used either. [ remember Linda the
swim teacher, God love her—how she
tried to convince these kids to try to
do something other th=n musicals.
We were pretty much the kids that
nobody knew what to do with. Before
Stagedoor, I would play games like
Careless Gas Station Attendant, which
entailed putting Ronsonal lighter fluid
in a line up your pants leg, pooling it
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nearby and having a friend drop a
cigarette in the pool so that the lighter
fluid ignites and races up your leg
and... oh, what fun to be had as you
pat out your flaming pants! For some
reason my mother thought I needed
help after that.

My first show at Stagedoor was
Oliver! | was Third Urchin from the Left.
Even in a camp where there were 40
guys and about 270 girls, and every
guy got a good part, somehow [ man-
aged to be Third Urchin from the Left.

I was in The Prime of Miss Jean
Brodie. | did Sid Sorokin in The
Pajama Game—lJeanine Tesori
directed that production, as a matter
of fact. One summer, | was Pippin in
the worst production of Pippin ever
staged. That particular summer they
had no guys who could sing—includ-
ing me—and so [ was thrust into a
lead part in a musical, which | was
not comfortable with. [ threw all the
charm [ could at it, but it was just a

One famous aqun tells
why there are no people
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Stagedoor Manor (left)
has been a factory for
famous performers.
Clockwise from above:
Josh Charles (right)

in Oliver!, 1985; Bryce
Dallas Howard and
buddy Natalie Portman;
Bijou Phillips;

Zach Braff (canter)

in Godspell, 1988.

fiasco. | remember it fondly, though
—that's the amazing thing. Some-
times I remember the fiascos more
fondly than the ones that took flight.

There was much summer loving.
[ don’t want to give the camp a bad
name, but the kids were very, very
randy. | had my share of crushes,
some of which have not gone away to
this day. The ratio of boys to girls was
such that it was like fish in a barrel.

One of my closest friends just sent
his son there. My own son is only
four, and I have a feeling he isn't
going to be in the business. But if he
shows just a little bit of desire, just
“Hey Dad, let's put on a show"—
Bing! I'll drop some money to send
him to Stagedoor. But my biggest fear
is that he'll be playing Careless Gas
Station Attendant!

Stagedoor Manor performing arts
camp celebrates its 30th Anniversary
this summer (stagedoormanor.com).
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