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Zach Braff

b A talent manager first
discovered the New

Jersey native, then 13, ‘

in a 1988 production
of Godspell at
performing-arts camp
Stagedoor Manor in
upstate New York.
“He used to get
solos,” a camper has
recalled of the Scrubs
star. “People would
just scream for him!"

Mary-Kate & Ashley Olsen

.At 9, the twins blasted off to U.S. Space Cam
|r3 Alabama to shoot their 1996 adventure 5
vu':leo The Case of the U.S. Space Camp
Mission. Off camera, they chilled with local kids
and met astronaut Steve Smith. But Mary-Kate
wasn't exactly lost in space. “I like pretending
4 to be an astronaut,” she said then, “but I'm too

I young to decide what | really want to do yet.”
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It’'s\not just s'mores and tug-of-war.
For these_ future performers, summer camp
was ltheir first big break! By MARK CINA

andice Bergen

Bergen, then 9, kept her clothes "spic
and span at all times,” her counselor at
the Orme Summer Camp in Mayer, Ari-
zona, wrote in a 1955 evaluation. And
| whether making leather belts or riding
horses, the Beverly Hills native “has no
fear and learns rapidly,” the counselor
added. In 1958, the Boston Legal star
even brought her own horse to camp!




Portman (here in
Cabaret at Stage-
door) “was a beau~
tiful dancer,” a
former camp
owner has said.

‘ Singer

“Mandy wasa
little quiet girl,”
a fellow camper

has said.

Natalie Portman
& Mandy Moore

Portman was 15 ang Moore was
12 when they bunked on the
same floor at Stagedoor in 1996.
And, Portman confesses, boys
used to sneak into their dorm!
“There was a Iot of hooking up,”
she has said, The Israel-born
Portman had already made her
movie debut in 1994 in The
Professional, but Moore also
impressed campers with her
talent. When the New Hampshire
native sang a solo in Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat, one camper has noted,
“that's when we knew she had
an amazing voice!”




“I didn’t have the proper rain gear, so |
I had to wear a garbage bag with a hole cut out.
It was torture!” - Lara rLyin sovie

“I kissed my first girl when I was 9, in the swim- |
ming pool at Fresh Air Fund camp.” - viv piese

“'We went skinny- -dipping and tried to sneak
over to the guls camp!” - rvson seckForD..

“'We pulled pranks. We'd take bottle rockets,-.
stick them urider the bathroom'; and light them
when someone was in there!” - so sice

“T ate.a ham-and-cheese sandwich and
puked! I've néver had one since. That’s
my memory of camp!” - racheL siLson

“At 9, L went to camp. T'was
' little for my age, and it was hard to fit
4 in. T'd never been one of the cool kids. |
nl , Until the last day! At the talent show, |
In 1994, the summer before W me and Birec Sth il spoofofthe
her senior year in high school, i Challenge. 1 played a surfer dude |
Witherspoon, then 18, packed up an d ‘kﬂ] I . l\mgofthe Tl somy A
her pompoms for cheerleading
camp at Middle Tennessee State
University. (Her sguad won the
Spirit Stick!) Rah, rah? Not
exactly. The Nashville native
later said husband Ryan
Phillippe “thinks it's mortifying

his wife was a cheerleader.” .

Jon Cryer
"One girl used to talk
to her doll,” says the
Two and a Half Men
star and NYC native, #
now 40, who attended v'e
Stagedoor from 1979
t0 1982. “When she
wanted to say some-
thing obnoxious, she'd
have her doll say it.
‘Betsy doesn't like
people who smoke.”
My friend hung Betsy

in the girl's room and

wrote in lipstick on
the mirror; BETsY's

DEAD. We had T-shirts

made that said

BETSY'S DEAD,”
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Charlie Sheen
A wild child at 15, Sheen —
who now stars in Two and
a Half Men - sneaked off
to town while at the
Mickey Owen Baseball
School in Miller, Missouri,
in 1981. “We gave him two
choices: Go home, or do
extra [work],” the school's
president has said. “He
wanted to stay, so he had
to scrape cafeteria trays.”
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